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the Elbe) and the Bight of Heligoland, to loot the English
shores. We first hear of them between a.d. 258 and 259,
From this date onward a number of such men from the Dutch
borders of the Empire, the mouths of the Rhine and the Ems
and the Weser, began coming over to England. Some of them
must have settled voluntarily, for there was dearth of labour,
and others later were brought over bodily as slaves or half-
slaves to till the land. We hear of another big raid in 282-283,
and generally it seems there was a whole line of shore on the
south-east and east of England beginning to be settled from
across the North Sea. Later it was known as "the Saxon
shore," either from Saxon garrisons in Roman pay or because
most of the raiders were called Saxons. But there were also
Franks from the Rhine and Frisians from North Holland and
other newcomers, all speaking Low German dialects.
The German Settlements. Whether there had been
people speaking Low German dialects on the east and south-east
coasts of England before the Roman Conquest we do not know,
but in the state of society between a.d. 250 and 300 and later
they came regularly. It must be remembered that by this time
a great part of the Army was of this kind, barbarian by recruit-
ment and speaking for the most part not only the official Latin,
but, among the soldiers themselves, a number of Low German
dialects; so that the newcomers found kindred to receive
them. Moreover, the mass of men in England, as elsewhere in
the Empire, were slaves, and as there were not enough of
them to till the ground, newcomers were welcome so long as
they did not loot.
Carausius, At the end of the century, about 286, a man
of Dutch upbringing, and perhaps Dutch by birth, was given
command of the British seas, with a base at Boulogne. His
Latin name was Carausius (perhaps his original name was
Kraus). He made himself an independent ruler in Britain,
just as Albimis had done years before, and brought in a great
number of German-speaking soldiers from the Rhine. The
regular Emperors, Diocletian and Maximian, who ruled together,
not being able to defeat the excellent fleet of Carausius, recog-
nized him as an equal and ruler over England, but they felt
him to be a rebel at heart. In 293 they sent Constantius
Chlorus (the chief general under them and one of the two
named to succeed them) to attack Carausius. He took Boulogne *
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